
eFIRE: YOUR QI TOOL
AN EASY-TO-USE SOLUTION 
FOR 1042-S AND 1042 REPORTING



eFIRE, A SIMPLE TOOL TO MEET THE QI ELECTRONIC REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

HOW DOES IT WORK?

• eFIRE helps QIs to address their non-resident 
U.S. tax reporting needs:

		  • Reporting of U.S. Form 1042-S is generally  
			  only possible by using the IRS FIRE System 

		  • The IRS FIRE System does not provide an  
	 	 on-line fill-in option.  
	 	 You must transmit your data in the specific 	 	
		  format required by IRS

		  • eFIRE builds the link to the IRS FIRE System 		
		  by offering you to use the easy-to-handle 
		  eFIRE interface

		  • eFire pre-fills Form 1042 based on the 	 	
		  information contained in the Forms 1042-S

• eFIRE ensures to the greatest extent possible 
that you report the correct information by 
implementing the legal requirements into the 
software framework. 

• eFIRE is continuously updated and monitored 
by our IT- and Tax-experts to ensure it always 
meets the latest IRS transmission format 
requirements.

• eFIRE allows you to steadily process your  
data in line with regulatory requirements as 
well as industry security standards.

A FLEXIBLE AND RELIABLE SOLUTION

In order to enable you to meet your IRS filing 
requirements on time and accurately, mitigating 
the possibility of incurring IRS penalties, BDO 
and its IT firm, Datagest, have created a simple, 
efficient and innovative solution: eFIRE. 

The tool allows either a manual input into a 
userfriendly environment or a file upload of the
Forms 1042-S records. Additionally, the tool
carries out automated, multiple consistency
controls and keeps evidence of the reports sent 
to the IRS.

THE QI REPORTING  
CHALLENGE AHEAD

QUALIFIED INTERMEDIARIES HAVE TO COMPLY 
WITH THE ANNUAL IRS ELECTRONIC FILING AND 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF FORM 1042-S 
(FOREIGN PERSON’S U.S. SOURCE INCOME 
SUBJECT TO WITHHOLDING) AS WELL AS PAPER 
INFORMATION REPORTING FORM 1042 (ANNUAL 
WITHHOLDING TAX RETURN FOR U.S. SOURCE 
INCOME OF FOREIGN PERSONS) DUE BY EVERY 
MARCH, 15.

Form   1042
Department of the Treasury  
Internal Revenue Service 

Annual Withholding Tax Return for U.S. Source        
Income of Foreign Persons

▶ Information about Form 1042 and its separate instructions is at www.irs.gov/form1042.

OMB No. 1545-0096

2015
If this is an amended return, check here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ▶
Name of withholding agent Employer identification number

Ch. 3 Status Code Ch. 4 Status Code
Number, street, and room or suite no. (if a P.O. box, see instructions)

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

For IRS Use Only
CC
RD
CAF
CR
EDC

FD
FF
FP
I
SIC

If you do not expect to file this return in the future, check here  ▶ Enter date final income paid  ▶
Section 1 Record of Federal Tax Liability (Do not show federal tax deposits here)

Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Line 
No.

Period 
ending  

Tax liability for period  
(including any taxes assumed 

on Form(s) 1000)

1      7
2      15
3      22
4      31
5 Jan. total  
6      7
7      15
8      22
9      28

10 Feb. total  
11      7
12      15
13      22
14      31
15 Mar. total  
16      7
17      15
18      22
19      30
20 Apr. total  

Line 
No.

Period 
ending  

Tax liability for period  
(including any taxes assumed 

on Form(s) 1000)

21      7
22      15
23      22
24      31
25 May total  
26      7
27      15
28      22
29      30
30 June total  
31      7
32      15
33      22
34      31
35 July total  
36      7
37     15
38      22
39      31
40 Aug. total  

Line 
No.

Period 
ending  

Tax liability for period  
(including any taxes assumed  

on Form(s) 1000)

41      7
42      15
43      22
44      30
45 Sept. total  
46      7
47      15
48      22
49      31
50 Oct. total  
51      7
52      15
53      22
54      30
55 Nov. total  
56      7
57      15
58      22
59      31
60 Dec. total  

61 No. of Forms 1042-S filed:  a On paper b Electronically
62 Total gross amounts reported on all Forms 1042-S and 1000: 

a Total U.S. source FDAP income (other than U.S. source substitute payments) reported . . . . . 62a
b Total U.S. source substitute payments reported: 

(1) Total U.S. source substitute dividend payments reported . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62b(1)
(2) Total U.S. source substitute payments reported other than substitute dividend payments . . . 62b(2)

c Total gross amounts reported (Add lines 62a-b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62c
d Enter gross amounts actually paid if different from gross amounts reported . . . . . . . . . 62d

Third Party 
Designee

Do you want to allow another person to discuss this return with the IRS (see instructions)? Yes. Complete the following. No

Designee’s 
name       ▶

Phone 
no.    ▶

Personal identification 
number (PIN)              ▶

Sign 
Here

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than withholding agent) is based on all information of which preparer 
has any knowledge.

Your 
signature

▲

Date Capacity in which acting ▶

Daytime phone number  ▶

Paid 
Preparer 
Use Only

Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date
Check          if  
self-employed 

PTIN

Firm’s name     ▶

Firm’s address ▶

Firm's EIN ▶

Phone no. 

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Cat. No. 11384V Form 1042 (2015) 

Form   1042-S
Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service

Foreign Person’s U.S. Source Income Subject to Withholding
▶ Information about Form 1042-S and its separate instructions is at www.irs.gov/form1042s. 2015

AMENDED PRO-RATA BASIS REPORTING

OMB No. 1545-0096

Copy A for  
Internal Revenue Service

1 Income 
code

2 Gross income 3 Chap. 3:

3a Exemption code

3b Tax rate

4 Chap. 4:

4a Exemption code

4b Tax rate

5 Withholding allowance

6 Net income Check if tax not deposited with IRS 

pursuant to escrow procedure7  Federal tax withheld

8  Tax withheld by other agents 9  Tax paid by withholding agent 

10  Total withholding credit 11  Amount repaid to recipient
12a  Withholding agent’s EIN 12b Ch. 3 status code 12c Ch. 4 status code

12d  Withholding agent's name

12e  Withholding agent's Global Intermediary Identification Number (GIIN)

12f  Country code 12g Foreign taxpayer identification number, if any

12h  Address (number and street)

12i  City or town, state or province, country, ZIP or foreign postal code

13a Recipient's U.S. TIN, if any

13b Ch. 3 status code 13c Ch. 4 status code

13d  Recipient's name 13e Recipient's country code

13f  Address (number and street)

13g  City or town, state or province, country, ZIP or foreign postal code

13h   Recipient's GIIN 13i Recipient's foreign tax identification number, if any

14a Primary Withholding Agent's Name (if applicable)

14b Primary Withholding Agent's EIN

15a  Intermediary or flow-through entity's EIN, if any 15b Ch. 3 status code 15c Ch. 4 status code

15d Intermediary or flow-through entity's name

15e Intermediary or flow-through entity's GIIN
15f Country code 15g Foreign tax identification number, if any

15h Address (number and street)

15i  City or town, state or province, country, ZIP or foreign postal code

16 Recipient's account number 17 Recipient's date of birth

18 Payer's name 19 Payer's TIN 20 Payer's GIIN

21 State income tax withheld 22 Payer’s state tax no. 23 Name of state

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Cat. No. 11386R Form 1042-S (2015)



eFIRE is a tool developed by BDO Luxembourg and its 
affiliated IT company Datagest. For any question, 
please contact:

BDO Tax & Accounting

Gerdy Roose 
Tax Partner
Direct (+352) 45 123 371 
gerdy.roose@bdo.lu 

Sylvie Maestri
Operational Tax Director - QI Country Leader 
Direct (+352) 45 123 589 
sylvie.maestri@bdo.lu 

Datagest 

Richard Superson
Manager
Direct (+352) 45 123 824
richard.superson@datagest.lu

PLUG & PLAY SOLUTION
A computer with an Internet  
connection is the only basic requirement

HISTORY
Access to the historical QI reportings 
sent to the IRS

USER-FRIENDLY
A clear and simple interface to deal 
with multiple queries


